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One Step At A Time

By Mike Riley


If we look too far ahead of today, life’s challenges may feel like a Mt. Everest 
climb. They can appear impossible to handle if we think we have to achieve them 
all in one day.The Bible reminds us that we don’t need to worry about tomorrow’s 
tasks (Matthew 6:34).


For a moment, let us imagine Moses thinking, “I’ve got to feed all of these people 
for who knows how long. How in the world can I get that much food?” God took 
care of that mountain with manna — but interestingly, only enough for one day at 
a time (Exodus 16:4).


Life’s mountains are indeed insurmountable if we think we must climb them all at 
once. But no hill is insurmountable if we take it one step at a time — and that step 
with God’s help.
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Why Churches Die

By Mike Riley


The following are observations of this writer over a period of forty years as to why churches die. I’m certain that we 
can all relate to at least one of the categories listed below:


1) Churches die at the tables of compromise — When the church fights worldly influences such as sin and false 
doctrine — asking no quarter nor giving any — it prospers. In years past, while brethren bore scars and lost a 
spiritual battle now and then — they did not lose the war. In their hand was a two-edged sword, and on their side a 
divine defense none could penetrate (Ephesians 6:10-17). However, compromise opened the gates and sheathed the 
sword of the Spirit. The appeal to, “Let’s not dispute with people or hurt their feelings,” caused a multitude of 
problems. That appeal is the cankerworm and caterpillar that devours any church — until it is at last dead, stripped 
of its courage and faith.


2) Churches die of indifference — All churches lose members through death or moving away. However, indifference 
or spiritual laziness just revises the directory and is only waiting for move-ins and births. No effort is made to restore 
the fallen as Scripture demands (Gal. 6:1-2). No seed is sown (cf. Luke 8:5-15; 1 Corinthians 3:6-9). No one 
conducts home Bible studies (Acts 5:42). There is no zealous pursuit of souls (Matthew 28:19-20; Luke 15:4-7). That 
church will gradually, eventually, and of a certainty die (Revelation 3:1-6).


3) Churches die from misdirection — They adopt worldly religious ideals. They see the church as a social reform 
agency, a general benevolent society, or a recreational institution. Its spiritual mission is all but forgotten (Matthew 
28:19-20; Mark 16:15-16; 2 Timothy 2:1-2; 2 Timothy 4:2). The harder they work at incorporating these worldly 
ideals, the more worldly the church becomes. In the end, it is but a grotesque caricature of the Lord’s church as 
described in the New Testament.


4) Churches die from apostasy (Hebrews 3:6-12; Hebrews 6:4-6; cf. 2 Peter 2:1-2; 1 John 4:1) — They are content 
to open the doors three times a week, have a meeting once a year, and paint the building when it begins to peal. 
They go in circles constantly wearing the ruts deeper and deeper. They press without a real goal, running on the 
treadmill until the church dies.


Is such a death as described above inevitable? Must the Lord’s work be wasted? No, not at all! The Lord has a 
spiritual prescription to prevent such a death:


“Hold fast the pattern of sound words which you have heard from me, in faith and love which are in Christ Jesus. 
That good thing which was committed to you, keep by the Holy Spirit who dwells in us” (2 Timothy 1:13-14).


“Preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and 
teaching” (2 Timothy 4:2 ESV).


“Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called and about which you made 
the good confession in the presence of many witnesses” (1 Timothy 6:12 ESV).


“Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. Continue in them, for in doing this you will save both yourself and those 
who hear you.” (1 Timothy 4:16).


Preach “the whole counsel of God” (Acts 20:27).


Brethren, may we have the faith, the zeal, and the backbone to take this spiritual prescription.

Prayer Requests This Week


• Pray for all those with ongoing health ailments


•

•

•

•

Communion Preparation


• Sign up sheet for 2022 is in foyer


• June - Thrash


• July - Potts


Announcements


•

•

•

•

•

July Birthdays & Anniversary’s

• Tristan Rowell - 6th • Chuck Rowell - 11th

• Ryan and Kylie Joiner - 26th	
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Sermon Notes


Men to Serve


Announcements/Opening Prayer - Larry Montgomery

Scripture Reading - 2 Chronicles 7:11 - 14 

Lead Singing - Chuck Rowell

Head of Lord’s Table - Don Potts

Assist on Lord’s Table - Mark Potts

Scripture Reading - Mark 14:17 -  25

Closing Prayer - James Johnson
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